v TISTORTCAL REFORT OF TaRAKAN OPERATION (OROE I)

See Battalion Fisld Ordsr £1 dated 17 April LS for details of battalion

Tha $th Australian Division allotted one company of the batizaliion to the 26th
Lust 3::1:" 2de for transperting assavlt troops to be landed on Lingkas Beach, This
talion furnished z provisionzl company compesed of elements of HEF ang BEW
Ed

Gmp..l"._.es &

The provisicnal company loadsd on four IST's at Horobtal on 21 and 22 of Aorii.
Tes davs latbter a landing rehersal was held in Ferotal harbor. On the 26 fpril LS
the convoy sailed for the objectiwve.

On 30 spril LS, P minus 1 day,. the Special Platoon successivlly complet
its assigned missiom of transporbing Austr

usbralio

ta Tipskas Beach and the obstacles to be breached, Small avms and ¥oricr
.. wae encormtersd and gquickly silenced by neval support craft. Fow LY tsVhogoe
e stending by to transport Enzineers back to the 137, C
ard Enzinesrs of bogged IVT's were evacuated by those LVT!'s afloat, The I3T
cinity waiting for the tide to rise end the IVIfs to refl

TTig retracted and re—embarked on IST.
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. On P Day, 1 Mey L5, the thirty four trecp carrying LIT's disembarked with
. assault _troop from IST!s at F55%, IVT waves crossad the line of departure on
| ;7.3 séheduled time and hit the beach eractly on ¥ Hour (#815). Iight small arms
*” 1fire was silenced by supporting naval crafi. Troops mwers quickly debarked and -
‘immediately moved inland. ILVT's proceeded o prearranged assexmbly arsz south oI the,
Seuthern Tier. This position was untenavle for LVI's and vehicles were tis '
vp to 2 pier. The Command Post was established in Bn, C.0.'s IIT and unit
awaited orders From Ce«C. 26th Aust Inf. Bdea

- ~

‘ The 4o z large enti-tank ditch coasbtructed in rear of beaches L¥T's corld
| + 3 1 - - - .

i not be used in support of the assaull troopf. LVTTs were aiso handicepped by tbe
ruddy condition of the bsaches, which caused vehicles to boz dowm.

The Provisional Company was employed to some advantage on ship to shors
operation. Hedical suppliss werse transported to tie beaches and casuzlties
evacuated on the reburn trips to the ships. Other IVI‘ts were uzsed to movs and
anchor ponboon causewsys. i ;

S -

The following dasy, P plus 1 day, LVIfs centimued operations as on previous
day. Tractors were also used a5 prime moyers for small craft which ran agmuncj.,
and in the case of engineer equipment)bogged dowmn in mad.

On P pilus 2 Day IVT's preformed identical wrk as on preceding deys. During
acternoon of this day orders were received for the 8rovisional Lompany less the

ngpecizl Platoon® (10 LVI's) to load on five IST's for the return to LHorotal.
Convoy” saifed the same evening and arrived at Horotal on 6 =y 145,

The Special Platoon remsin at Tarskan four more days at which time they were
ordared to load on IST and rejoin tle battalion at Moretail, ThiS platoon arrived
at Yorobal on 1l Mey LS.
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HISTCRICAL FETORT OF THE BRUNET BAY (ORE SIX) OPERATION. -

Cn the target date, Z-Day, 10 Jme LS, J Day for the Muara Island phase of the
operation, WA® Company LVT's disembarked with transported troops and equipment

of the 2/15 just Eof Ba from IST's at 0815 and moved to the line of dsparture

in accordance with the prearranged nevel assault landing wave dizgrame The
three successive assault waves hit White Beach exactly on the tisetzble schednlsy
Troops and artillery equipment were debarked from INT!'s md proceeded to move
iniande "AW Company moved to the prearranged assembly area on Red Besch to

gwalt furither orders. The landing was vnopposed and the island free of any
enemy Lroopse The compeny suffered cné casualty, Tec i Donald Ea Westood, .
33100223, from indescrimingte firing by Auvstralian Troops. o

: Temediately upon zrrivel in Red Eeacit éséexzfol;r area A" Company prepared ‘bo

perform issions as assigned in 727th Amph Tractor Br,,.Field Ordsr #2, The
missions consisted of the followings 1sb Platoon L¥T!s heuled supplies and
artillery equirment o fxward -elements, 2nd Flatoon IFT's lsyed wire to forward
“trooeps, woving on the left flank, wnile other LVT's provided supporting fire,
3rd Platoon LVT!'s performed identlcszl mission as the 2nd Platoon %o tle troops
moving forward on tle right flank of the isimd, The remaining LYT's moved
troops across swampland in the center of the island, and provided transpori-
ation fbor Aust Bon troops circling the island, Upon - completion of the above -
misslons LVT's assisted in mlocading of ISK's, employed as prime movers for = -
vehicles traveling through swampland, and picked mp survivors of 2 motor boat -
sunk in Brunsi PBgy. LVITs also aided Engineer Demolition Teams in blowing p-
bezch obstaclese - . : e o : o :

2 the same day, 10 Jume h5, "B® Company I¥T's disembarked from ILST!'s off .
Labuen Island at 0730 for the schednled landing on Brown Beéaches. Tre landing .
hour was designated as D Hour which was set at 0915, The fif%y two I¥NT's in |
the first four assault waves crossed the line of departure at the Prearranged .
time and landed troops and artillery equipment of the 2/43 and 2/ Aust Iof
Bos cn D Houre A1l LVI's then moved to the preassigned assembly area to awzii
movement orders for the subsidery landing on Esmilton Penknsulafe L
ZL 1700, on 7 Day, 2nd Flatoon “B® Company moved into Victoria Harbor Sor e
assault landing at Horel Point,,on Hamilion Peminsula. Flatoon waves proczedsd °-
under artillery and machine gun fire to land the Aust Cdo . San troops on tha s
objective a2t th® prescribed time. Iight enemy am=ll ams fire was encounbered, U .
¥o casualtissg, - This platoon camtinued o operate with the Aust Cdo San im . 5
evacnating casudliiss replinishing supplies, amd laying sigpal eable across- = -
Victeria Harbore RS I e S :
Tre lsb Plakoon hauled all classes of supplies t6 front line mmits. A1l Compaty .-
#pk L¥T's retwrned to Company C.P. for the nighi. . :
The following day, Z plus 1, WA" Company conbirmed wiloading of IST's and ISM'se
The entire company aided Aust Beach Group in wmleading bulk supplies so that .

ISTts could retract on schedule. Company VA" then loaded on same IST!'s for _
the return trip to Morotal and participation in the coning Oboe Two operabion. _
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During the psriod 21 June to 1L June "B (ompany hauled supplies to fores on
Hamilton Point; unloaded ISM's; evacuated wounded natives from Horel Points
1zid signal calles and transported Naval Intelligerics persommel for an
investigation of a partially submerged Japanese ship lying in Vicioria Harbore.

On 15 Jume twenty seven LUT's loaded en ISTts in Vicbtoria Harbor for the
scheduled landing on the Borneo mairiand. Twe days later the asbove troop ’
carrying LUTis landed Australisn forcé at Weston, Bormeo. Troops were discharged
at the rzilhead southeast of the towns Ope ILVT was swamped and nine others became
bogged dom in mud. Remzining seventeen IVT's relozdsed on ISTis for the retum
trip bo Labuan Island,

cn 18 June, thirty IVTIs loaded on ISTiE mé departed for participation im’
the Tutong operation. .Tw de s labter on 20 June Australien 4roops were putb
ashore as per naval landing schedules No opposition was encounbereds. A1L
IVTis reloaded labe in the afterncon and left Lubong on the following day. .

‘ During the eafly‘momjng of 2 Jume a- Jep force made a2 nigli;t- Banzaii abtack on the

beachhezd ab Iebuan Island. "1st Flatoon sentry gasve the alarm and the abtiack

was replused by 50 caliber machine guns momted on INT's. The attack lasbed

one hour after which fifiéen ensmy dead were counbed in the company areazs -0Our
ties were as follows: Johm D. Casey, 34515425, Killed in action, amd

Frank Je ¥iller, 37626609, wownded in action. Persormel of the 593 Eng Bogb-and 4.

shore Regt and Seabse thanked and praised "B" Compaiy troops for sownding the

zlarm and their expsrt handiing of IVT machine gums.

During the pericd 22 June to 27 June Company "BY prefromed limited troop and
supply movements as directed by the $th Aust Division. On 28 Jume Company WBY
loaded on IST!s for shipment to Linggyen Gulf, Luzona




